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!�����
�����������	��"s art work in this paper seems nearly unimaginable, even to us 
who were there to witness its emergence. The classroom conditions within which the 
children"s work in this paper was produced were, on the face of it, dead ordinary. This 
classroom was in an ordinary, middle-class Canadian elementary school, full of ordinary 
children, working under the same deadly ordinariness of curriculum demands and report 
card deadlines as any other. The only visible differences were that they were surrounded 
by the works of various artists and were given the odd gift of time to think about, to talk 
about, to argue over, and to practice for themselves, the alluring ins and outs of this work 
and its disciplines. These children were deeply presumed to be able of more than the 
sometimes shocking trivialities we often expect of young children in the early grades of 
school.�
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