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Regarding the dearth of mortality data, it is likely that it 
was Variola minor which was responsible for the outbreaks of 
smallpox in the Klondike, rather than the more lethal Variola 
major. While Variola major wreaked considerable havoc in 
contemporary communities, leaving huge mortality bills in its 
wake, the fact that no deaths from smallpox ever occurred 
among the gold rushers speaks to the unusually mild virulence 
of the disease as it presented in the Yukon, which is consistent 
with outbreaks Variola minor.  This being the case, the gold 
rush population also provides the rare opportunity to 
investigate the biosocial impact of outbreaks of Variola minor, 
as the majority of historic case studies of smallpox have 
involved epidemics of the far more deadly Variola major. This 
tends to be much better documented since they typically 
produced a great deal of quantitative evidence in the form of 
extensive death tolls.  
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Source: Yukon Archives, The Dawson Daily News (1900).  
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