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to Cathy Sewell (1962-2001), respected Aboriginal
educator, singer, dancer, actor, writer, and role model. In 2000, Cathy
attended the conference "Natives and Settlers Now and Then" at the
University of Alberta and was the first to encourage this book by asking
afterwards how soon a printed version would be available to read for those
who couldn't attend. This publication is in honour of Cathy's courage, spirit,
and commitment to Aboriginal peoples through her work at Aboriginal
Student Services, University of Alberta, and beyond.
My thanks to Nancy Van Styvendale for transcribing the recordings of the
original presentations, questions, and discussions; to Kelly Burns, for research
assistance at various stages; and to Andrea Siemens, who transcribed my
interview on treaty-making with Omushkego ("Swampy Cree") historian Louis
Bird, which I cite in the introduction. I am grateful to Jonathan Hart, who
encouraged this project and generously shared his knowledge and experience.
The University of Minnesota Press gave permission to print Patricia Seed's
work, part of which appears in American Pentimento: The Pursuit of Riches and
the Invention of "Indians" (2001). Thank you to the anonymous readers of the
manuscript, and to Anne Lindsay and James Sinclair, for suggestions on
earlier drafts. Alethea Adair, Linda Cameron, Cathie Crooks, Peter Midgley,
Mary Mahoney-Robson, and others at the University of Alberta Press gave
efficient, professional assistance and much encouragement throughout. A warm
thank you to Leslie Robertson for her careful eye and intelligent copyediting
work on this project. Erin McGregor, researcher at the Metis Archival Project,
helped with several digital images. The research used in my introduction was
funded over the years by the Six Nations of the Grand River
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Post Secondary Education Office, the Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council of Canada, and the Canada-U.S. Fulbright Program. My
work on the project was completed with support from the University of
Winnipeg, including a research leave in summer/fall 2006.
The book's progress was delayed somewhat by the illness and then, sadly,
the passing, on June 3, 2005, of one of its contributors, Dr. Harold Cardinal, the
day after he had received formal notification that he had earned his Doctorate
of Laws degree from the University of British Columbia. I would like to thank
Dr. Maisie Cardinal and family for permission to include the draft that Harold
was working on until he became too ill to work. Dr. Cardinal was a
path-breaking and wise leader called upon by many for his experience and
expertise; his contributions to Aboriginal politics, law, and understanding
between peoples in Canada will continue to have an effect, as will his life's work
for the recognition of the spirit and intent of the treaties. The contributors to
this volume were deeply saddened by Dr. Cardinal's passing and wanted to
write a few words about him as a small way of acknowledging his contributions.
These statements appear in "Remembering Harold Cardinal" near the end of
this book.
To Doris Wolf and our children, Claire and Simon, thank you for your love
and support along this and other journeys.
And finally, my appreciation to the contributors for their hard work, their
dedication to this book despite several delays, and for their patience and good
humour while working with me, a non-expert in some of the areas addressed:
it was a pleasure to work with and learn from you all.
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