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R     will note the timely and complex ques-

tion that we take up over the next two issues, one that we anticipate will be of
significant interest to our journal’s constituency. Motivated by Len Findlay’s
rallying call to “Always Indigenize!” humanities research and teaching, we
invited contributors to consider the theoretical and practical concerns posed
by this demand. To what extent, we asked, could we achieve new rapprochements between English literary studies and Indigenous studies? How do we
put our commitments to indigenous knowledges in the service of new social
movements? What is the status of scholarly decolonization? And to what
ends will indigenous studies refurbish cultural institutions?
Needless to say, we set our participants a difficult task. ese questions
are both urgent and vital to the cultural climate in which we work and to
transformations within our discipline engendered by the need to address
complex social issues. ese issues include the need for recognition of our
diversified and expanding social community, our desire to reimagine the
relationship between cultural heritage and governance, and our commitment to formulating public policy that could ameliorate social disparity. It is
significant that Findlay reminds us of the capacity of indigenous knowledges
to inspire new social solidarities and counter-hegemonic cultural practices.
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After all, indigenous writers, as Findlay notes, were among the first to engage
our social consciousness as readers by drawing attention to the constitutive fact of Aboriginal exclusions from the wider social sphere. On the one
hand, this literature proposed alternatives to practices of systemic social
injustice—in the promise of Métis solidarity and political representation
modeled in Maria Campbell’s Half-breed, in the attachment to family history and personal memory affirmed by Beatrice Culleton’s In Search of April
Raintree, and in the cultural reconstruction and continuity of indigenous
traditions invoked by Jeannette Armstrong’s novel Slash; on the other hand,
we were left with the urgency of these writers’ calls to action. What future,
we asked of ourselves, can we envision through research on indigenous
themes, and how might this research provide a better understanding of
the relationship between the individual and society, the formation of the
individual and the collective, and the constitution of social subjectivity in
relation to nation-state discourses of difference?
To answer these questions, we elicited responses for the call to “Always
Indigenize!” from humanities scholars from a wide range of national, disciplinary, and cultural locations. Such an appeal to an international community remains consonant with our recognition of the dissonant postcolonial
university that we inhabit. As Victor Li notes of our current academic
climate in his thoughtful tribute to Edward Said’s work: “there is a fundamental untidiness to all systems of knowledge and explanation, and we must
therefore question grand simplifications about the clash of civilizations and
unidirectional roadmaps to peace that ignore a long and complex history of
occupation and oppression.” We have cultivated, consequently, a “practical
untidiness” as the goal of our forum in order to avoid “single remedies” to the
problem of colonial and neocolonial relations and because “untidiness,” as Li
would have it, “avoid[s] hasty closure [by] inviting more questions, keep[s]
discourse open to the future … [and] demands both critical rigor and critical
humility.” Findlay’s urging of humanities research to be more visible, present,
and engaged in the revisionary task of “indigenizing” the academy through
new forms of interaction and engagement has provided the occasion for
undertaking this progressive intellectual commitment. We invite—and
indeed look forward to—your responses to our opening efforts.
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